Installation of WAMP Server
Intro
WampServer is a Windows web development environment. It allows you to create web applications with Apache, PHP and the MySQL database. It also comes with PHPMyAdmin and SQLiteManager to easily manage your databases. 

WampServer installs automatically (installer), and its usage is very intuitive. You will be able to tune your server without even touching the setting files.

WampServer is the only packaged solution that will allow you to reproduce your production server. Once WampServer is installed, you have the possibility to add as many Apache, MySQL and PHP releases as you want. 

Download
You can download WAMP from this URL:

http://www.wampserver.com/dl.php
The download is ~20MB in size. 

Installation
To begin the installation, double click the *.exe file that you downloaded. 

If a screen pops up asking you to run or cancel, click run

The first thing to appear is a dialog box. It says do NOT try and upgrade from WAMP5 1.5. This should not be a problem, so you can click ‘Yes’ on this screen to continue.

Click Next

Accept the agreement (GNU GPL) and click Next.

Select the folder to install the servers into and click Next.

Choose whether or not you want some icons placed on your desktop. It does not matter if you do or don’t.  Click Next.

Review the details and click Install (Installation took about 60 seconds on my machine).

Next is a PHP mail parameters screen. Leave the default values on this screen. 

Leave the check to Launch the server and click Finish.

There should now be a white half circle in the Windows Task Bar (near the click on the lower right hand side of the screen). The half circle should be white with a lock icon inside it, which means the server is running, but in local mode only. You do have the option to push the server out to be visible on the internet (via port 80 by default). My guess is you will want to leave it on local mode. For reference the way you push it out to the internet is by left clicking the icon (all the administrative functions are gotten to this way) and selecting ‘Put Online’.  In online mode, the half circle is solid white. Other colors include Yellow for processing (restarting services or switching to online) and Red for the server is in error.

The directory for the actual apache server is “INSTALL_DIR\www\”.  Here you can put any PHP files so they show up on the server, just like you would put anything in public_html of a linux box. 

To access your webserver in a browser, open a browser and type http://localhost. The default index page is just the WAMP default page. There are links to some tools, like phpmyadmin and sqlitemanager. Both are easy to get to without the links, they are just http://localhost/phpmyadmin and http://localhost/sqlitemanager. 
If you need a console for MySQL, left click the half circle icon, hover over the MySQL section, and click MySQL console. 

Everything is set up to use. You can now use PHPMyAdmin on both your local and capstone to move the databases. An instruction manual is hopefully coming soon to detail how to do that.
